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The main purposes of this research are two-folds (1) to examine English vocabulary with similar
meanings which are easy for Japanese L2 learners to misunderstand; that is, English words which
require the L2 learners to re-categorize the concepts in the learning process; and (2) to develop a
IRT-based vocabulary test to measure L2 leaner’s vocabulary knowledge on the depth of
vocabulary knowledge. We developed the three test sets: (1) a test with items including English
basic verbs such as ‘hear’” and ‘listen’, (2) a test with items including English basic adjectives, and
(3) a test with items including collocations with relate to English basic verbs. The number of items
using in the developed vocabulary tests was limited because items should include English words to
examine re-categorization in concepts and be available for novice L2 learners. However, there are a
few vocabulary tests to examine vocabulary knowledge from the viewpoint of conceptual
re-categorization. This kind of vocabulary test we developed in this research can contribute to
vocabulary teaching and English education.
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