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Text Profiling of English Writing

ASAO KOJIRO

Even advanced learners of English differ extensively in their
proficiency of writing. Some write in near-native capacity while others leave a number
of traces of ““foreign accents”” in their writing. Grammatical accuracy does not
necessarily endorse native fluency. Native speakers of English also differ greatly in
the readability of the text they write. This study investigated English texts in order
to identify the sources of stylistic variability by focusing upon the vocabulary, sentence

length and collocations of the text.
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“In that case,” said the Dodo solemnly,
rising to its feet, <1 move that the
meeting adjourn, for the immediate
adoption of more energetic remedies-*

“ Speak English® said the Eaglet. <1
don"t know the meaning of half those long
words, and, what®"s more, 1 don"t believe
you do either!” And the Eaglet bent down
its head to hide a smile: some of the other
birds tittered audibly.

long words

2 Howard Zinn
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Arawak men and women, naked, tawny,
and full of wonder, emerged from their
villages onto the island"s beaches and
swam out to get a closer look at the strange
big boat.

Arawak men and women came out
of their villages on to the beaches. Full
of wonder, they swam out to get a closer
look at the strange big boat.
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For, like other informed people of
his time, he knew the world was round and
he could sail west in order to get to the
Far East.

Like other informed people
of his time, Columbus knew that the world
was round. This meant that he could sail
west from Europe to reach the East.

Thirty-three days after leaving
waters known to Europeans, Columbus and
his men saw branches floating in the water
and flocks of birds in the air.

It was early October 1492,
and thirty-three days since he and his crew
had left the Canary Islands, off the
Atlantic coast of Africa. Now they saw
branches and sticks floating in the water.
They saw flocks of birds.

*

When Columbus and his sailors came
ashore, carrying swords, speaking oddly,
the Arawaks ran to greet them, brought them
food, water, gifts.

When Christopher Columbus
and his soldiers came ashore, carrying
swords, the Arawaks ran to greet them.
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He later wrote of this in his log.
Columbus later wrote about
the Indians in his ship"s log:
He  Columbus this the Indians

©)

The information that Columbus
wanted most was: Where is the gold?

As soon as he arrived in the
islands, he seized some Arawaks by force
so that he could get information from them.
The information that Columbus wanted was
this: Where is the gold?
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persuade talk into
finance pay
He had persuaded the king and queen
of Spain to finance an expedition to the
lands, the wealth, he expected would be on
the other side of the Atlantic--the Indies
and Asia, gold and spices.
Columbus had talked the king
and queen of Spain into paying for his
expedition.
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He then sailed to what is now Cuba,
then to Hispaniola (the island which today
consists of Haiti and the Dominican
Republic).

He sailed to several other
Caribbean islands, including Hispaniola,

an island now divided between two
countries, Haiti and the Dominican
Republic.
®
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the gold that he
the Indians the Arawaks
the slaves the gold
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