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MEREESL (EX) Three-stage developmental model of understanding
of representational nature of iconic images in young children:
Its elaboration and verification.
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WFZe e B o MEEE () @ In order to better explain the developmental process for
understanding of representational nature of iconic images in young children, we proposed
a new model consisting of three stages. In this model, the intermediate stage is
characterized by children’ s partial confusion between images and reality and is supposed
to be predominant throughout the early childhood. A series of experiments using
photographic images were conducted to examine the validity of the model, especially of
the existence of intermediate stage in young children. Our results showed that it is not
until the age of 5 years that children become aware of the fact that it is impossible
for any photo to share perceptual properties such as tactual, auditory and olfactory ones
with its referent. This lack of understanding suggests that young children stay in the
intermediate stage far longer than expected before.
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