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This research focuses on the urban morphology of Japanese colonial towns in Nan’ yo Gunto
(Japanese mandated Micronesia) before World War Two, how it evolved as a built environment
and how residents experienced living in the towns. It examines the life of various groups
of Japanese including Nan’ yo—cho officials, small business owners, fishermen from
Okinawa and others as well as the urban experiences of the local people, based on
interviews of the elderly both in Japan and Micronesia, photographs, statistics and
contemporary literatures. The research is a part of an attempt to understand how the
Japanese brought the urban development to the Western Pacific before World War Two
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19 20 19 25 19 30 19 35 i_ 19 39++ 19 40
Numberi % [Numbet % |Number! % [Number: % [Numberi % |Number! %
Natsujima 1,901: 100.0%| 1,582: 100.0%| 1,689:100.0%| 2,375:100.0%| 3,049:100.0%
Total*
Local 1,3401 70.5%| 1,337: 84.5%| 13351 79.0%| 1,5841 66.7%| 1,366} 44.8%]
Japanese*** 560 29.5%| 242i 15.3% 3511 20.8% 788: 332%| 1,678 55.0%)
Others 1 0.1%) 31 0.2%) 31 02%) 35 0.1%] 5i02%)
.;l‘llk Branch | 15,394; 100.0%( 15,317: 100.0%)| 15,972} 100.0%| 17,133 100.0%| 19,036; 100.0%] 18,890: 100.0%]
fotal
Local 14,7881 96.1%| 14,961 97.7%| 15,200: 95.2%| 15,129: 88.3%| 15,358: 80.7%] 14,734: 78.0%
Japanese*** 601 3.9%| 3470 2.3%) 749 4.7%| 1,980: 11.6% 19.2%) 4,128; 21.9%
Others 5i 0.0%)| 9:  0.1%]| 23;  0.1% 24 0.1% 0.1%) 28; 0.1%
ource: Japanese Population Census 1920-1935; Nan'yo-cho (1941b).

*For 1920 population of Natsujima includes those on Takeshima and Momojima.
**Data on | October except 1939 (31 Dec).
*#**Japanese include those from Sakhalin, Korea and Taiwan.

Formerly Nan'ko Suisan

Fig. 4 Landuse in Natsujima in the 1940s.
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Fig. 7 Locations of Bonito Fishery Bases (seijoba) in Truk Islands.  Source: Field survey by Takuyuks Suenaga, 2010
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