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Venom allergen—like proteins (VALs) are schistosome homologues of secreted proteins
CRISP/SCP/Tpx—1/PR-1 widely distributed among various species of organisms and their
biological roles are unknown. In this study we have successfully cloned some of the VAL
molecules from Schistosoma mansoni. VAL-3 augmented production of an immunosuppresiive
cytokine IL-10 from mouse spleen cells. This result suggest the possibility that VAL
molecules might be involved in the parasite—induced immunomodulation.
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