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Molecular mechanism of zinc toxicity in ischemic brain
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In this study, we examined effects of zinc (Zn) on expression of BH3-only
proteins, which are known as major regulators of apoptosis, in human neuroblastoma SH-SY5Y cells.
We demonstrated here that Zn functions as an inducer of gene expression of these apoptotic proteins.
Our findings suggest that Zn might activate cell death process via the intrinsic apoptotic pathway.
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