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There is accumulating evidence that pancreatic stellate cells (PSCs) play a pivotal
role in pancreatic fibrosis associated with chronic pancreatitis and pancreatic cancer.
We compared microRNA expression profiles between freshly-isolated (quiescent) rat PSCs
and culture—activated PSCs. We found that the expression of miR-100, miR-128, miR-143
was increased whereas that of miR-126 and miR-200 was decreased upon activation by culture
in serum—containing medium. The functional consequences of these alternations are
currently under investigation.
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