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WFIERE RO E (#30) . We investigated the pathophysiological significance of B-type
natriuretic peptide (BNP), adrenomedullin, and Rho-kinsae inhibitor.

We found that current BNP assay kit measures not only BNP-32, but also proBNP-108
and that measurement of both molecular forms provides more useful information in
heart failure. We showed that AM mRNA is highly expressed in adipose tissue and that
AM plays a role in lipid and glucose metabolism. Furthermore, we showed that
Rho-kinase is activated in the kidney in renal disease and that Rho-kinase inhibitor is
effective in treatment for various renal disease models via many mechanisms
including inhibition of oxidative stress, inflammation, collagen production, etc.
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