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We investigated the possibility of microRNA as a useful diagnostic marker or
therapeutic drug for the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis. We used the rat
adjuvant-induced arthritis model. We found that microRNA expression profile was
different between the arthritis rat and non-arthritis rat at joint tissues and in
mononuclear cells. We treated the adjuvant-induced arthritis rat with miR-124 by
injecting into right hind heel, and the arthritis of miR-124 injected rats subsided
compared to that of control rats. These results suggested that microRNA could be
useful as a new diagnostic and therapueutic tool for rheumatoid arthritis.
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