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In order to elucidate the pathogenesis of inflammatory diseases such as rheumatoid arthritis (RA), it
is important to understand the mechanism of regulating T cell functions that play central role in
immune responses. In the present study, we addressed the role of IL-15, one of the
proinflammatory cytokines that are upregulated in RA, in T cell functions in vivo by using mouse
models. We found IL-15 is especially important in the development, maintenance, and activation of
self-specific T cells.
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