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WFZERC R OMEBE (330) : Recent progress in the understanding of stem cell biology has
greatly facilitated the identification and characterization of cancer stem cells (CSCs).
In squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck (SCCHN), CD44+ population has been
demonstrated to possess the properties of CSCs. In this study, I compared the
immunological properties of CD44+ cancer stem—like cells with CD44— cells. CD44+ cells
have higher malignant potential with numerous escape strategies from immune attack.
Moreover, CD44+ cells were also resistant to various apoptosis—inducing stimuli.
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