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We determined the relationship between plasma PEDF levels and renal function in patients
with diabetic retinopathy. The levels of plasma PEDF increased with advances in both
conditions of diabetic retinopathy and nephropathy. Thus, increased levels of PEDF in
the blood may indicate microvascular damages in diabetic patients and may predict the
progression of retinopathy and nephropathy. We determine the level of vascular
endothelial growth factor (VEGF) in the plasma of patients with proliferative diabetic
retinopathy before and after an intravitreal injection of bevacizumab. The decreased
levels of blood VEGF after an intravitreal injection of bevacizumab indicate that
bevacizumab enters the general circulation and may also affect the PEDF levels

We investigate the effects of endoplasmic reticulum (ER) stress on the tight junctions
of the retinal pigment epithelial (RPE) cells in vitro. After the induction of ER,
increased expressions of tight junction mole were detected
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