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W Rl S o MESE () @ This study was designed to determine the effect of the
serotonergic descending pain inhibitory system activation on chronic pain model rats.
Chronic constriction injury (CCI) of the infraorbital nerve (ION) reduced the escape
thresholds of mechanical stimulation to the facial area innervated by ION 3-7 days after.
Electrical stimulation of mental nerve ipsilaretral to CCI side increased the escape
thresholds of mechanical stimulation 12h after. In the same time, expression of serotonin
was upregulated in the spinal trigeminal nucleus ipsilateral to stimulus side. These
results suggested that the activation of the descending pain inhibitory system by mental
nerve stimulation could relieve chronic notiception in ION-CCI model rats.
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