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The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of sensory information in the
anticipatory stage of feeding on food capturing, and to compare the results obtained from
young adults and from the elderly.

This study comprised of two parts: (1) analysis of lip closing pressure during food
capturing , and (2) analysis of food capturing motion

In study (1), the average of the strength and the duration, and waveform of the lip pressure
were analyzed and compared between 4 conditions in both age groups.

Results show that without visual information the subjects make a longer pressure, which
is significant in young adults. In addition, with the elderly, stability of lip closing
pressure is lower than young adults especially in the condition without any sensory
information regarding the food. It was suggested that sensory information affect the lip

pressure by altering the duration and the stability of the pressure

From the results of three—dimensional motion analysis, the elderly had a tendency not
to open their mouths as wide as young adults, especially when they had no visual and/or
verbal information. Moreover, mouth—opening period was shorter in the elderly group than
the youth group when the visual and verbal information were blocked off
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