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The purpose of the current study was fourfold: 1) to examine how sound, syllable, and
whole-word repetitions which contained altered number of repeated units were perceived
differently, 2) to investigate how sound prolongations which contained durationally
altered phonemes were perceived differently, 3) to determine how different durations and
the frequency of occurrence of audible excessive hesitations which contained between
words were perceived differently, and 4) to investigate how different durations and the
frequency of occurrence of inaudible excessive hesitations which contained between words
were perceived differently. The results showed that 1) listeners perceived the phrase
as disfluent when it contained two or more units of sound repetitions, 2) listeners had
more difficulty identifying altered sounds that were 200 msec in duration than 300 and
420 msec. The frequency of occurrence of altered sounds also influenced listeners’
identifications of those sounds, 3) when frequency and duration of hesitations increased,
the listeners perceived them as stuttered, and 4) when frequency and duration of
hesitations increased, the listeners perceived them as stuttered.
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