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The harvesting pattern for coconut crab resource was sex- and body size-biased, in which larger males (>40 mm
thoracic length) were exclusively taken. Sex ratio was skewed significantly toward females and mean male size
decreased in the harvested population. Thus, small males that are left are likely to experience more matings than in
non-harvested populations. However, coconut crab male reproductive potentials (e.g. ability to mate with female
and/or to fertilize female ova) are definitively body size dependent. Therefore, females would suffer from insufficient
sperm supply to fertilize all their eggs and decease in probability of encountering potential mates (larger males) in the
harvested population, resulting in the reproductive rate of the harvested population is likely to decrease. Therefore,

we recommend male-only harvesting with slot size limits as an effective management measure for coconut crabs.
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