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For this study, I produced a database of fundamental research on Edo—period literati
paintings. Although the importance of comprehensive research on paintings and colophons
is recognized in the field of art history, there is still a need for more basic research,
not only in the case of the acclaimed so—called major Japanese literati artists Ike no
Taiga (1723-76) and Yosa no Buson (1716- 84), but also the lesser known Nakayama Koyo (1717-
80), who was active in Edo during the same period.

In this research, I started with published references for Taiga’ s and Buson’ s works,
created a database of painting subjects and inscriptions, and examined the most important
works in person. As research on Nakayama Koyo and his works is less advanced than research
on Taiga and Buson and their works, I researched all Koyd s works regardless of whether
or not they have colophons or inscriptions. For the database on Koyd™ s works, I included

research on paintings examined first—hand, fundamental bibliographic research, as well



as painting sketches or studies (funpon) in order to attain an overview of his oeuvre

As aresult, I discovered that Taiga’ s painting subjects and inscriptions, although
generally quite unusual and perceived as exotic during their time, occasionally overlap
with painting subjects and inscriptions seen in works produced by artists of the Kano
School, the orthodox painting tradition established during the Momoyama and early Edo
periods that produced painting subjects and styles favored by the military elite. There
are also many inscriptions in Taiga’ s paintings taken from Chinese verse that must have
been readily available in printed publications of the time. Conversely in the case of
Buson, for example his painting with the title “/Zseki do unkon BAENZEMR,” there are
many instances when his painting subjects and inscribed poems are unprecedented, during
his time and after.

In Nakayama Koyo' s known works, there are a relatively large number of
self-inscribed “true-view” paintings (shinkeizu) based on observed landscapes, but it
could be said in general that there are more paintings featuring unusual ancient legendary
or historical figure subjects in his oeuvre when compared to Taiga’ s or Buson’ s works.
In addition, it could be said that K6yo s paintings, many of which are self—inscribed
(rather than collaborative or inscribed by friends or acquaintances), functioned as a
scholar’ s vehicle for personal self-expression.

This study has gathered together fundamental data and materials for researching
paintings with inscriptions by Taiga, Buson, and Kéyo. Next comes the work of matching
recorded inscriptions to extant paintings and conducting further research to analyze and
interpret the relationships between texts and images in individual works. In this way,

I hope my work will contribute to future research of Edo—period literati paintings
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