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A study of regional governments and their financial practices in ancient Japan
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The objective of this study is to define the various stages of the regional governments in
ancient Japan through the analysis of the local financial practices. The study results reveal
that the regional financial systems formed in 701 underwent structural reforms when the
measures were established in 734 and 745 to consolidate regional fiscal resources and to
adopt more flexible use of them. It also becomes clear that the regional financial systems
were closely linked to the system of controlling regional governments by the ancient central
state. Furthermore, it is evident that such factors as the political intent of the central
government influenced by the status quo of Eastern Asia at the time, and natural disasters
that frequently occurred, greatly affected the designs and implementation of the regional
financial systems and their future directions.
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