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The research aims to examine the practice and knowledge of traditional healers who mainly
cure venomous snakebites in rural areas of northeastern Thailand. The traditional healers, called mo
pao, treat wounds of venomous snakes, spiders, centipedes, or so by blowing holy water and
magical spells. It aims to examine the mixture of magic and medicine in modern rural villages and
to investigate the folk medicine to cure the snakebite which modern medicine treats quite well and
to clarify the construction of the everyday logic of “understanding”. The ethnological study is
based on several short-time fieldworks in Khon Kaen province of northeastern Thailand between
2008-2010.
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