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Poverty Al leviation and Democracy in Latin America: A Comparative
Analysis of Mexico, Chile, and Brazil
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WFFER R OME (3£30) : By comparing the cases of Mexico, Chile, and Brazil, this analysis
finds that the mechanism of societal accountability, which is promoted by civil society
actors, is an important factor which constraints self-interested politicians to exploit
anti-poverty spending for their political gains. Furthermore, as the case of Chile elucidates,
where the mechanism of horizontal accountability sufficiently functions, the
depoliticization of anti-poverty spending occurs even if monitoring and oversight by civil
society actors are not active.
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