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WM oM EE (F3L) : In North Vietnam, Lower to Middle Triassic storm— and
wave—dominated shelf deposits are widely exposed and yield abundant Tethyan bivalves
indicating recovery and diversification following the end-Permian mass extinction. I
reconstructed bivalve assemblages from the Lower Triassic Lang Son and the Middle Triassic
Na Khuat formations and the habitats of characteristic or dominant bivalve species on
the basis of shell preservation and mode of occurrence

In the Lower Triassic, epifaunal Claraia, Towapteria and Eumorphotis are abundant
in shallow marine environments above storm-wave base, besides, Claraia is dominant in
the assemblage in the muddy facies below storm—wave base. In the Middle Triassic, bivalve
assemblages are composed mainly of shallow infaunal and semi—infaunal burrowers and
epifaunal species, though in Vietnam the Lower Triassic Induan to early Olenekian bivalves
are dominated by epifauna. Furthermore, the Middle Triassic bivalve assemblages are
characterized by a diversity of infaunal species of Costatoria and Trigonodus. In the
Middle Triassic Na Khuat Formation, bivalve assemblages from shallow marine environments
above storm—wave base are characterized by infaunal species, such as Costatoria goldfussi
and Trigonodus. Costatoria paucicostata and Hoernesia are abundant in the outer shelf
environments below storm—wave base. In the eastern part of the Tethys, infaunal bivalves
show a remarkable delay in recovering from the end-Permian mass extinction compared to

epifaunal bivalves
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