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HEiEEL (EX) Elucidation of contamination with environmental retinoids in the
aquatic environment and identification of causative compounds
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WFZERC R OMEEE (Z30) : Environmental retinoids can exhibit the RAR agonistic activity
and consequently cause adverse effect on various vertebrates. To clarify the
contamination with environmental retinoids in the aquatic environment in Japan and its
possible ecological risks, this study investigated the current status of the
contamination and identified the causative compounds. Results of this study revealed that
the contamination with environmental retinoids occurs commonly in aquatic environments,
and that major causative compounds in municipal wastewater are retinoic acids and their
oxidative metabolites. Furthermore, it was suggested that the current level of
environmental retinoids contamination do not appear to be high enough to exert
RAR-mediated deleterious effects on wild animals.
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