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FZER B O (3£30) : We analyzed the localization of Oct3/4 (Oct4), Nanog and Cdx2, which
are expressed in ICM and TE respectively in the late blastocyst. relating to the precise position
of cells within the embryo to study early steps of differentiation of cells. From results of this
analysis, it was suggested that the initiation and the maintenance of Cdx2 expression is relating
to the relative positions of cells in the embryo after 8-cell stage. On the other hand, Nanog
expression was randomly upregulated regardless of cell position from 8-cell to early 16-cell
stage, and the expression was preferentially upregulated in inner cells from late 16-cell to
32-cell stage.
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