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The ligand molecules of retinoid X receptors (RXRs) are candidates for therapeutic agents of
metabolic syndrome such as dyslipidemia and type Il diabete. The natural ligand of RXR is
9Z-retinoic acid so that | have developed an efficient synthesis of 9Z-rerinoic acid and its analogs.
Among them, (-)-menthol congener had strong RXRa agonist activity. It is noteworthy that an
analog having indole showed isotype selectivity (RXRa>y). In the process of my project, | also
discovered novel iodocyclizations leading to benzofurans and spiro compounds.
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