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The thymus is a central lymphoid organ crucial for developing T cells. Aire is involved in
expressing promiscuous gene expression of various tissue specific antigens in thymic
stromal cells, which enables self-reactive T cells to be deleted in the thymus. In the
previous study, we demonstrated that cell-adhesion molecules, claudins, are specifically
expressed in Aire+ stromal cells. In this study, we produced claudin-KO mice to analyze the

function of claudins on inducing self tolerance or development of Aire+ stromal cells.
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