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Cancer stem cell theory in thyroid carcinogenesis
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We have successfully developed a novel culture system to isolate stem-like cells from
human normal thyroid tissues. These cells had differentiation potentials not only into
thyroid follicular cells but also into neuron or adipocytes. The isolated cells may be
directly reprogrammed from thyroid follicular cells, and this reprogramming might be
involved in generating cancer stem cells during carcinogenesis.
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