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WFZER R DOBEE (3530) : Heterogeneity of nucleus pulposus cells was revealed in various
animal species including human. Endogenous stem/progenitor cells were identified in the
intervertebral disc tissue. Its immaturity correlated negatively with age in humans
showing that number of endogenous stem cell populations in the inetervertebral disc
decrease with aging. Exogenous stem cells did not supply cells to the degenerated
intervertebral disc showing that in the inetervertebral disc, exogenous mobilization of cells
is extremely difficult. These facts rationalize the idea of supplying cells through external
access
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