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Fibroblasts, especially mouse cell line 3T3, support clonal growth of epithelial cells via

direct cell-cell contact. We compared gene expression profile between 3T3 and less-colony

supportive corneal fibroblasts,

and found abundant expression of DIkl in 3T3. However,

overexpression or inhibition of DIk1 in feeder cells did not affect on the epithelial colony supporting

ability. Although DIK1 is highly expressed in 3T3, DIk1 may not be related to the feeder layer activity.
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