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N-acetyltransferase human (NATH) participates in a posttranslational modification of the proteins and
has been reported to play a role in apoptosis. In this study, the involvement of NATH in the cytotoxic
action of 5-fluorouracil (5-FU) in human squamous cell carcinoma HEp-2 cells was examined. We found
that 5-FU decreased NATH expression in a dose-dependent and time-dependent manner. No change was
observed after treatment with other chemotherapeutics. The results of this study suggest that NATH plays

an important role in the cytotoxic activity of 5-FU.
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