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WZEiERES (EX) Investigations on the process and mechanism of acquisition of the
knowledge of logical connectives and semantic composition in Japanese and English
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WFZER R OBEE (#30) : This study examines how language learners interpret sentences
containing negation and a logical connective in Japanese and English. Series of
experiments were conducted with children acquiring their first language and adult
second language leaners. Experimental results show that language learners often
access interpretations that diverge from the standard interpretive patterns in the
target language. The data provides an insight into how this linguistic knowledge is

learned by different language learners.
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(1) John speaks French or Spanish
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(2) John speaks both French and Spanish
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(3) John doesn’t speak French or Spanish
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(4) John doesn’t speak both French and
Spanish
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