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WFZERE T DOEZE (F£30) : In the prewar and the postwar Japan, how people pursued, impeded
and tried to get beyond the limit of the modernity ? I tackled this question analyzing
discourses and movements over “the right to live” from the perspective of historical
sociology. I made an analysis of various arguments and practices over “human rights” and
“public assistance” in the period from 1920s to 1960s, to consider the relationships between
the state, the society and the individual. And I tried to construct a framework for the
analysis of discourses over “the right to live” in the prewar and the postwar Japan by
reexamining the theories of welfare states.
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