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Atrial dilatation is well-known contributor for atrial fibrillation, but its mechanism
remains unclear. The aim of this study was to clarify the mechanism of atrial
inflammation in stretched atrium. We found that mechanical stretch of atrial
myocytes enhanced migration of macrophages. Further examinations revealed that
atrial myocyte released ATP into the extracellular space, resulting in increased
expression of chemokine by autocrine fashion. This mechanism may link between
atrial dilatation and macrophage infiltration.
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