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WFZERCR-OMEEE (Z3L) : Nerve injury induced a striking increase in IL-18 expression in
the dorsal horn, and IL-18 was upregulated in hyperactive microglia. The functional
inhibition of IL-18 signaling pathways suppressed injury—induced tactile allodynia and
the induction of astroglial markers. Conversely, intrathecal injection of IL-18 induced
behavioral, morphological, and biochemical changes similar to those observed after nerve
injury. Our results indicate that IL-18-mediated microglia/astrocyte interactions in
the spinal cord have a substantial role in the generation of tactile allodynia. Thus,
blocking IL-18 signaling in glial cells might provide a fruitful strategy for treating

neuropathic pain.
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