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A study on political polarization
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This study conceptualizes political polarization in contemporary democratic
countries as "polarization of the party system.” It hypothesizes a causal flow where voter
preferences are mediated by political institutions to determine "polarization of the party system."
The study examines the factors and mechanisms that determine the degree of polarization using
various approaches. As a result, it was shown that the intensification of competition among
opposition parties in electoral districts leads to increased polarization of policy preferences
among candidates and voters. On the other hand, the mitigation of competition through the
unification of candidates promotes the moderation of candidates® policy positions. Furthermore, at
the voter level, while partisanship influences the choice of conversation partners, it was found
that continuous observation of others® behaviors helps prevent polarization.
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