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This study attempts to clarify the process of increasing disparities and
their social consequences in contemporary Japan by using a combination of methods of social district
analysis and class and stratification research. As a result of the research, the following points
were clarified. (1) In the three metropolitan areas of Japan, there is a segregation in which the

upper classes are concentrated in the centre of the city centres and the lower classes in the
peripheral areas, and this tendency is reinforced by the gentrification of the city centres. (2)
There is a common structure of class inequality in the three metropolitan areas, with a
concentration of poverty, mainly in the underclass. (3) The regional types of residence and class
composition affect social attitudes, health conditions and the fulfilment of social needs,
independently of individual attributes.
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