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The relationship between the long-term stability of the Japanese seabass

(Lateolabrax japonicus) stock and their river use ecology was investigated. Many individuals that
used rivers at age 0 migrated to rivers at age 1 and above, suggesting a carryover effect in the use
of rivers by this species. The growth rate of river migrants was significantly higher than that of
coastal residents at ages 0 and 1, but from age 2 onwards, the difference in growth rate became
indistinct with age and the proportion of river migrants decreased. The proportion of females was
high among river-using individuals. The results also indicated that the purpose of river use was
foraging. No clear latitudinal differences in river use were found, but the effect of river use on
early growth tended to be higher at lower latitudes. It was supported that flexible river use by
this species contributes to stock stability.
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