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Usin? SFTS as a model, the research objective was to test the hﬁpothesis
that ticks are relayed to wildlife. While Sika deer density was strongly correlated with tick
density, Sika deer was less likely to amplify SFTS virus. Carnivores such as raccoons were confirmed
tick hosts and amplifiers of SFTS virus. These suggest that deer increases ticks in mountainous
areas and disperse them over a wide area, others, such as wild boars and raccoon dogs carry the
ticks to villages, and eventually wildlife, such as raccoons may transmit the virus to humans.
However, genetic analysis showed that the regional population scales of deer and ticks did not
match, indicating that further study, including anthropogenic movement, is needed.
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