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Our project sought to link the picture scrolls and ﬁictorial materials of
medieval and early modern Japan with the paintings and painting theory of the Kano school. By
analyzing these materials from multiple perspectives, including Japanese literature, history, art
history, and Japanese and Chinese literature, we aimed to elucidate the actual conditions of the
arts and sciences that formed the foundation of representational culture. Additionally, we examined
the specific aspects of the accumulation and dissemination of knowledge within the daimyo family. OF
particular significance was the publication in full color of the complete picture and research
results, including four rare copies, focusing on the “ caricature scrolls” produced successively
within the Kano school in the 17th century. This project enabled us to present the significance,
innovative methodologies, and concrete research findings that link painting subjects, painting
theory, and scholarly history.
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