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A cross-linguistic study of pronoun substitutes and address terms
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In this study, we conducted a cross-linguistic study of pronoun substitutes
and address terms in eight languages (Japanese, Korean, Malay, Indonesian, Javanese, Thai,
Vietnamese and Burmese). Pronoun substitutes are not personal pronouns ("I, "you"), but refer to
the speaker and addressee like personal pronouns. The examples of pronoun substitutes include "
okaasan" "mother® in Japanese. Our big research question was: "What kinds of expressions are used
as pronoun substitutes and address terms?" We, as a group of experts in multiple languages,
collaborated in the description and analysis of the relevant data as well as the construction of
language resources at the individual language level and at the cross-linguistic level.
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