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European sources of the Jesuit Early Christian Mission Press in Japan have
been explored extensively. The study of the versions of "ars maior” / "ars minor"” by the Jesuit
Manoel Alvares, which are claimed (in its preface) to be the direct sources of the very first
Japanese grammatical description "De institutione grammatica conjugationibus accessit interpretatio
japponica" (1594, Amacusa, Japan), and the creation of databases thereupon, enabled fundamental
progress in the evaluation of the subsequent Jesuit Japanese grammars, such as the "Arte da lingua
de Japam" (1604-1608,Nagasaki, Japan) by the Jesuit priest resident in Japan Joam Rodrigues. The
Rodrigues® usage of the parts of speech "artigo™ and "particula”, "the non-existence of the Japanese

optative” have been clarified based on his sources, for the first time, for example.
Lexical and graphemic (typographical) studies also have been extensively conducted over all of the
extant Jesuit Early Christian Mission press publications.

Missionary Ling
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