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A New Approach to the Jomon Family: Understanding the Kinship and Burial Process
of the Human Remains Excavated from Abandoned House Graves (Haiokubo).
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In this project, human skeletal remains recovered from abandoned house
graves (Haiokubo) of the Jomon period were analyzed from osteoarchaeological,
morphological-anthropological and bone science (genetic, chronological and dietary) perspectives.
The archaeological contexts were re-examined in order to screen out cases that had been reported as
abandoned house graves (Haiokubo) but were not in-dwelling burials. Individual identification of
human remains, sex determination and age estimation were carried out. In addition, paleopathological

and subsistence traces were observed. These provided basic information about each individual.
The burial and skeletonisation processes were also discussed through a detailed examination of the
excavation records, taphonomic analysis and radiocarbon-14 dating of the human bones.
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