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Investigating the social integration of the ancient Andean civilization based on
comprehensive materials science
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This study focuses on the relationship between humans and animals and aims
to clarify the process of social complexity in ancient Andean societies. The most important focus
was the relationship between initiating livestock rearing and social inequality. Prior research
suggests that these processes may have proceeded synchronously. The analysis of animal bone material

excavated at the Pacopampa and Kuntur wasi sites in the northern highlands of Peru, using
archaeological, bioarchaeological, and isotopic methods, refutes the hypothesis that the onset of
power formation within society was marked with the start of llama husbandry. The emergence of power
occurred before livestock rearing, and the need for a new model to theorize the integration of the
Ilama-rearing group with a temple society became apparent.
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