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The collection and utilization of geograpphical information in East Asia during
the Sino-Japanese and Russo-Japanese Wars

Kobayashi, Shigeru
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During the period between the Sino-Japanese War and Russo-Japanese War,
imperial cartography by Western powers and Japan encroached rapidly to the inlands of the early
modern empire of Qing and its tributary, Korea. At the time of the Boxer Uprising, the world powers
all together sent expeditionary forces and mapped important areas of northern China. Between world
pgwers,dnot only conflicts and competitions, but also co-operations concerning the mapping were
observed.

On the other hand, some provinces of Qing started modern survey applying the technology provided
by imperial powers. However world powers selectively utilized results of these provincial mappings
as easily accessible geographical intelligence afterwards.

Concerning meteorological observation, a network on China coast was established on the basis of
Chinese Maritime Customs managed by Westerners. In addition, Japan formed its own overseas network
mainly relying on the military telegraph lines exteded during wartime.
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Tanaka, Azusa and Shigeru Kobayashi, Gaihozu, maps of areas outside the Japanese territories prepared by the former Japanese Army in libraries in
the United States. In Beyond the Book: Unique and Rare Primary Sources for East Asian Studies Collected in North America, edited by Yang Jidon,
pp-25-44, Ann Arbor: Association for Asian Studies, 2022.
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