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This study elucidates the historical context of conflicts and the historical
consciousness of the post-conflict period in contemporary Africa. History is interpreted in diverse
ways depending on the attributes of the actors who narrate it. Therefore, even when armed conflict

has subsided, memories of the conflict have a serious impact on people®s subsequent lives. In
particular, civil wars cause fissures in the relationships within the communities that form the unit
of daily life, which need to be repaired after the war. Furthermore, memories of civil wars in the
distant past can have a significant impact on inter-group relations and state-ethnic relations
today. This study uses East Africa, West Africa and Southern Africa as case studies to illustrate
this dynamic relationship between history and conflict.
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