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Reconstruction of the study of tattoos in Asia-Pacific: The body from
perspectives of sensation, affect, and power

Tsumura, Fumihiko
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This study analysed tattoos in Asia and Oceania from the perspectives of
people, objects and institutions, and attempted to clarify the power that tattoos exert on people
and the ways in which individuals and society are linked through an examination of emotion, affect
and power. The analysis was based on ethnographic data obtained from field research in Japan
(mainland and Okinawa), Taiwan, Thailand, Cambodia, French Polynesia and New Zealand. While there
were common global movements such as the introduction of machines and ink and references to design
on SNS, it became clear how tattoos, the fusion of body and object, evoked different affect in
different regions based on cultural backgrounds within the framework of individual social
institutions, and how the social fabric of tattooing was constituted.
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