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12,900,000

This study identifies (1)the legal system®s treatment of older juveniles and

young adults in the US, UK, Germany, France and Australia and the dynamic direction of their
criminal policy and criminological factors and (2) theoretical and practical issues in the period
before and after the establishment of the “ Tokutei-shonen” (specific juvenile) system in Japan.
All comparator countries have legal systems that provide special treatment for young adults,
distinguishing them from adults of other age groups. Even if not institutionalised, they have de
facto flexible measures for individualisation. This trend has intensified in recent years, backed by
findings from desistance study and neurosciences. It can be seen that in Japan, the lack of a legal
concept_in criminal justice that captures the characteristics of young people and the lack of
application of provisions for continued detention in juvenile training schools have influenced
various decisions in specific juvenile cases.
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