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To capture the overall characteristics of Japan®s political system, we have
examined the nature of the National Diet as its core, along with the party politics that support it,
referencing the concept of a "semi-parliamentary government." We considered the changes that have

occurred since the political reforms in the 1990s compared to the so-called "1955 system.™

Post-reform Japanese politics is a combination of aspects that suggest a return to a single-party
dominant system under the Liberal Democratic Party, and a new trend of annual changes in prime
ministers along with changes in government. This study has focused on the nature of parliamentary
politics and the issues related to the ruling party"s prior review system that complements it.
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