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The Effects of Multi-level Electoral System Inconsistency on Party System in
Italy, Germany, and Japan

Ikeya, Tomoaki
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This is a comparative study focusing on the effects of multi-level, national
and local level, electoral system inconsistency on party system in Italy, Germany, and Japan.
Although the inconsistency is very high in Italy, the same party completions are identified in both
national and regional elections. The Inconsistency in Germany is low, but party systems in the
states are not all the same. In Japan the electoral system inconsistency affects the effective

number of candidates and party competition. We also refined concepts of the electoral system
inconsistency.
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