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The study examined how ASEAN and its member states, facing a
new geopolitical phase characterized by China"s rise and U.S.-China rivalry, respond to this
situation and how it affects the regional order, focusing on their responses to China"s "Belt and
Road" initiative and the U.S.-Japan-led "Indo-Pacific" strategy.

Through analysis from international, regional, and domestic dimensions, the study
highlighted that China"s increasing influence on ASEAN countries in economic and military aspects
invites counter-engagement from the U.S., Japan, and other countries, thereby undermining ASEAN"s
cohesion and unity, and destabilizing the regional order.. It also revealed the stance and policies
of ASEAN countries aiming to maintain neutrality and balance politically and diplomatically, despite

their growing economic dependence on China.
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