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The principal investigator and co-investigator of this study have visited
Southeast Asia and Mongolia, etc., to study North Korea®s relations with these countries. North
Korea, with its anti-American banner, has had weak relations with Western countries, but active
relations with authoritarian regimes that are anti-American or neutral. This has contributed to the
resilience and sustainability of the North Korean regime. North Korea distances itself from
authoritarian regimes when they are pro-U.S. The criterion for being a friendly country is not the
regime, but whether it is anti-American or not.
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